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William J. "Bill" Shea, Jr. to Receive 2019 Connie Award in Long Beach, CA
J. Christopher Lytle to Be Honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award
Dinner to be held September 17, 2019 at Renaissance Hotel
CRANFORD, NJ, May 15, 2019 - William J. "Bill" Shea, Jr., Chief Executive Officer of Direct
ChassisLink Inc. (DCLI), will receive the 2019 Connie Award presented by the
Containerization and Intermodal Institute on September 17. The industry-wide event to honor
Mr. Shea will be held at the Renaissance Hotel in Long Beach, CA.
In his current position, Mr. Shea has been instrumental in shaping the strategic vision of DCLI
and facilitating the acquisition of major legacy chassis fleets while maintaining oversight of the
company's growth and financial performance.
In addition, J. Christopher Lytle, the Executive Director of the Port of Oakland, CA, and
longtime shipping industry veteran, will be presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award.
The 2019 awardees were chosen following an industry-wide poll and were announced today
by Michael DiVirgilio, President, CII. "Bill Shea's track record of innovation within the

transportation industry encapsulates CII's mission and vision. His contributions are valued
greatly."
Mr. Shea has more than three decades of experience in the transportation leasing industry,
starting his career with Itel Rail Corporation. Years later, he co-founded Kelley Transportation
Services. Mr. Shea was the key executive who oversaw the creation of DCLI, formerly the
chassis leasing division of Maersk. He was also the thought-leader behind the creation of the
Pool of Pools in 2015, the grey daily-use chassis pool that operates in the Ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach. Mr. Shea also engineered the acquisition of REZ-1 and IAS, now
called Blume Global, to provide asset management and logistics software services to
railroads, ocean carriers, logistics companies, motor carriers and BCOs.
Presently, Mr. Shea serves on the Board of Directors of DCLI and Blume Global and on the
Board of the International Institute of Container Lessors. Mr. Shea has a long history serving
charitable organizations and has founded three charity wine auctions which have raised over
$40 million for children's causes. He also sits on the San Francisco Family House board, an
80-unit facility that houses families whose children are undergoing treatment for lifethreatening illnesses at University of California, San Francisco Hospital.
J. Christopher Lytle was named as the Oakland port's top management position in 2013. Prior
to assuming the position at the Port of Oakland, Mr. Lytle served as the Executive Director at
the Port of Long Beach. Before joining the Port, Mr. Lytle served as Vice President of West
Coast Operations for the French-based shipping line CMA CGM, which has significant marine
and terminal operations at the ports of Long Beach, Oakland and Seattle. He has held various
leadership positions at P&O Ports North America, Denmark-based APM (Maersk) Terminals,
and Sea-Land Service, Inc.
Throughout his career, Mr. Lytle has been affiliated with several associations in the maritime
industry, including the Pacific Maritime Association, and the Pacific Merchant Shipping
Association, where he was on the Board of Directors. He also has served on the boards of the
Steamship Association of Southern California, the Propeller Club of Los Angeles and Long
Beach, and the Marine Exchange of Southern California, and was a member of the
Executive Committee for the Center for International Trade and Transportation. Currently, he
is on the board of the University of Denver's Intermodal Transportation Institute.
CII, founded in 1960, has been presenting the Connie Award since 1972 and it has become
the most coveted honor in the field of containerization and its ancillary industries. Among
some 65 recipients to date are Malcom McLean, James McKenna, Knud Stubkjaer, John
Wolfe, Richard Steinke, Helen Bentley, Captain S.Y. Kuo, Matthew Cox and Robert Pfeiffer.
At the event, CII will carry out its industry education mission by presenting scholarships to
students studying logistics as well as the institutions that are educating our future leaders.
Under its auspices, CII has awarded nearly $1 million toward scholarships. Companies have
the opportunity to support ongoing industry education by purchasing scholarships through CII,
starting at $1,000. To learn more about funding a 2019 named scholarship for your

organization, please call CII Executive Director, Lisa Aurichio at 917-476-8366 or
email info@containerization.org.
The CII Connie Awards dinner is $250 per ticket and seating is limited. Sponsorships for event
and tickets are available here. For more information, you can contact Lisa Aurichio, Executive
Director at 917-476-8366 or lisa@bsya.com, and staff at (732) 817-9131
or connielb@containerization.org.
About CII
Containerization & Intermodal Institute (CII), a non-profit organization founded in 1960,
promotes industry awareness, preserves the history of intermodalism, and engages scholarly
interest in the field by organizing educational conferences and seminars, serving as an
information resource, providing networking opportunities, offering career guidance, arranging
internships and facilitating scholarships. For more information,
visit http://www.containerization.org/.

